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EYFS Policy 

Introduction 

 

Every child deserves the best possible start in life and the support that enables them to fulfil 

their potential. Children develop quickly in the early years and a child’s experiences between 

birth and age five have a major impact on their future life chances. A secure, safe and happy 

childhood is important in its own right. Good parenting and high-quality early learning together 

provide the foundation children need to make the most of their abilities and talents as they grow 

up. 

Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage, Department for Education, 

March 2021 

Principles 

  Four guiding principles should shape practice in early years settings.  
These are: 

 • every child is a unique child, who is constantly learning and can be resilient, capable, 

confident and self-assured  

• children learn to be strong and independent through positive relationships  

• children learn and develop well in enabling environments with teaching and support from 

adults, who respond to their individual interests and needs and help them to build their 

learning over time. Children benefit from a strong partnership between practitioners and 

parents and/or carers 

 • importance of learning and development. Children develop and learn at different rates 

 

Structure of the EYFS 

The EYFS setting covers children aged 3 to 5 years old. Full time hours are offered from 

8.30am to 3.30pm. The nursery accepts childcare vouchers and offers free childcare for 15 

and 30 hours. 
(See Fee Policy for breakdown) 
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Curriculum 

Our early years setting follows the curriculum as outlined in the 2021 statutory framework 

of the EYFS. 

The EYFS framework includes 7 areas of learning and development that are equally 

important and inter-connected. However, 3 areas known as the prime areas are seen as 

particularly important for igniting curiosity and enthusiasm for learning, and for building 

children’s capacity to learn, form relationships and thrive. 

The prime areas are: 

• Communication and Language- Children are given lots of opportunities to experience 

a rich language environment; to develop their confidence and skills in expressing 

themselves; to speak and listen in a range of situations. 

 

• Physical Development- By creating games and providing opportunities for play both 

indoors and outdoors, adults support children to develop their core strength, stability, 

balance, spatial awareness, co-ordination and agility. Repeated and varied opportunities 

to explore and play with small world activities, puzzles, arts and crafts and the practice 

of using small tools, with feedback and support from adults, allow children to develop 

proficiency, control and confidence in Fine motor control which is later linked to early 

literacy. 

 

• Personal, social and emotional development- By providing a strong, warm and 

supportive environment child learn how to understand their own feelings and those of 

others. they will learn how to look after their bodies, including healthy eating, and 

manage personal needs independently. Through supported interaction with other 

children, they learn how to make good friendships, co-operate and resolve conflicts 

peaceably. 

 

The prime areas are strengthened and applied through 4 specific areas: 

• Literacy- Children are taught to link sounds and letters and to begin to read and write. 

Children are given access to a wide range of reading materials to ignite their interest. 

• Mathematics- In Nursery and Reception, Mathematics is planned, under the guidance 

for the Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum – Problem Solving, Reasoning and 

Numeracy (PSRN), using the Early Years Outcomes. Children are given rich 

opportunities to develop their understanding of number, calculating, measurement, 

pattern and shape and space through structured and child-initiated play based activities 

both indoors and out. This enables the children to enjoy, explore, learn, practice and talk 

about their developing understanding of mathematics 
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• Understanding the world- Children make sense of their physical world and their 

community through opportunities to explore, observe and find out about people, places, 

technology and the environment. We visit parks, libraries and museums and meet 

important members of society such as police officers, nurses and firefighters. In 

addition, they listen to a broad selection of stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems will 

foster their understanding of our culturally, socially, technologically and ecologically 

diverse world. 

• Expressive arts and design- Children will explore and play with a range of media and 

materials, as well as providing opportunities and encouragement for sharing their 

thoughts, ideas and feelings through a variety of activities in art, music, movement, 

dance, role-play, and design and technology.  

Planning 

• The curriculum is planned through a series of themes that reflect and respond to the 

children’s interests, offering experiences in all areas of the curriculum and which carry 

equal importance to provide a broad and balanced curriculum with opportunities for 

play and child- initiated activities. 

• The long-term plan is the Foundation Stage curriculum. This is an overarching 

framework that informs all other stages of planning. It shows the range of experiences 

and learning opportunities that are available while children are in the early years. 

• Medium term planning takes the form of a theme based upon the children’s interests. It 

is evaluated weekly to respond to other emerging interests that the children may have. 

• Short term plans select activities and learning objectives from medium term theme plan 

as deemed appropriate to meet the needs and interests of the children. Plans are 

extended and differentiated accordingly. 

• By the end of the Reception year, the Numeracy and Literacy lessons will be in place in 

preparation for children entering Year 1. 
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Characteristic of Effective Learning: In planning and guiding what children learn, 

teachers reflect on the different rates at which children are developing and adjust their 

practice appropriately.  

Three characteristics of effective teaching and learning are: 

 • playing and exploring - children investigate and experience things, and ‘have a go’  

• active learning - children concentrate and keep on trying if they encounter difficulties, 

and enjoy achievements  

• creating and thinking critically - children have and develop their own ideas, make 

links between ideas, and develop strategies for doing things 

Key Person  

Each child is assigned a key person (also a safeguarding and welfare requirement - see 

paragraph 3.27). Teachers inform parents and/or carers of the name of the key person, 

and explain their role. The key person must help ensure that every child’s learning and 

care is tailored to meet their individual needs. The key person must seek to engage and 

support parents and/or carers in guiding their child’s development at home. They should 

also help families engage with more specialist support if appropriate. 

Classroom Organisation and Resources 

The organisation of the classroom reflects the importance that is placed on children learning 

through play and first-hand experience, developing independence and having opportunities to 

initiate their own activities. 

Early Years provides the following areas: 

• Small world tray for retelling stories 

• Role play area 

• Large and small construction 

• Sand and water 

• Book corner with a range of fiction and non-fiction books 

• Writing table with a range of writing resources 

• Making area with access to a choice of natural and man-made resources 

• Table top and small world toys 

• Computers and printer 

• Interactive whiteboard 

• Malleable materials 
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• Musical instruments 

• Painting and creative equipment 

• Maths games and equipment 

• Outside classroom – a safe, fenced area including a role-play shed, giant sand pit, den, 

outdoor chalkboards, planting equipment and areas, small sand pits, water trays, outside 

toys. 

• Children bring in their own set of boots which is stored in school and waterproof 

clothing is provided in order to make full use of the outside classroom, school field, 

walks to the woods and the on-site Forest area. 

Assessment  

In Early years, ongoing assessment is an integral part of the learning and development 

processes. We make use of Learning Book to observe, track and assess children. Staff observe 

pupils to identify their level of achievement, interests and learning styles. These observations 

are used to shape future planning. We also take into account observations shared by parents 

and/or carers. When a child is aged between 3 and 4, practitioners review their progress and 

provide parents and/or carers with a written summary of the child’s development in the 3 prime 

areas and highlights the areas in which a child is progressing well and the areas in which 

additional support is needed. At the end of the EYFS, staff complete the EYFS profile for each 

child. The Profile provides parents and carers, practitioners and teachers with a well-rounded 

picture of a child’s knowledge, understanding and abilities, their attainment against expected 

levels, and their readiness for year 1. The Profile reflects practitioners’ own knowledge and 

professional judgement of a child to inform discussions with parents and carers, and any other 

adults whom the teacher, parent or carer judges can offer a useful contribution. Year 1 teacher 

are given a copy of the Profile report. 
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Teaching 
Each area of learning and development is implemented through planned, purposeful play, 

and through a mix of adult-led and child-initiated activities. Practitioners respond to each 

child’s emerging needs and interests, guiding their development through warm, positive 

interaction. 
As children grow older, and as their development allows, the balance gradually shifts 

towards more adult-led activities to help children prepare for more formal learning, ready 

for year 1. 

We encourage extensive outdoor-learning in our EYFS setting. 

 

Assessment 

At GGSK College, ongoing assessment is an integral part of the learning and development 

processes. EYFS make use of Learning Book to observe, track and assess children. 
Staff observe pupils to identify their level of achievement, interests and learning styles. 

These observations are used to shape future planning. Practitioners also take into account 

observations shared by parents and/or carers. 

When a child is aged between 3 and 4, practitioners review their progress and provide 

parents and/or carers with a written summary of the child’s development in the 3 prime 

areas. This ‘progress check’ highlights the areas in which a child is progressing well and the 

areas in which additional support is needed. 

At the end of the EYFS, staff complete the EYFS profile for each child. Pupils are assessed 

against the 17 early learning goals, indicating whether they are: 

• Meeting expected levels of development 

• Not yet reaching expected levels (‘emerging’) 

The profile reflects ongoing observations and discussions with parents and/or carers. The 

results of the profile are then shared with parents and/or carers. 

 

Induction 

Nursery: The children are offered whole morning sessions where they get to meet the teachers 

and children, play alongside them indoors and outdoors, and share stories and songs.  

On starting school, each Nursery child will have a Reception buddy who will take special care 

of them during play time and when they first arrive at school. 
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Transition:  

Nursery to Reception 

• The children from Nursery visit the Reception class to join in with play and share 

stories, songs and assemblies for several sessions towards the end of the Summer Term. 

This is in addition to one induction session alongside the whole school or primary shunt 

up.  

• The Nursery and Reception children have breakfast and lunch together in the dining 

hall. 

• In July, a meeting is held by the Reception teacher to introduce parents/carers to the 

school, reception procedures and curriculum. Parents/carers are given a school 

prospectus which outlines the curriculum and school routines, along with a document 

pack to be completed and returned to school. 

• When school starts in September, each week the Reception teacher will consult with 

parents about how their child is settling into school to ensure that children are not 

becoming over tired with the days that they are doing in school through the first term. 

Reception to Year 1 

• A transition meeting to discuss children’s transition records is held between the 

Reception and the Year 1 teachers in July. 

• Story time with year 1 teacher every Friday. (2nd half of summer term.) 

• Reception playtime after lunch in the Ks 1 playground. (2nd half of summer term)  

• Motivation rewards; 'special' stickers and certificates from the year 1 teacher every 

week. This could be for behaviour, work in class etc.  

• Reception children join Ks 1 assembly. (Once a week, Wednesday morning, as long as 

there is space.) 

• The year 1 teacher sets homework over the summer holidays. This is in the form of a 

'scrap book diary.'  The year 1 teacher uses this to help understand the individual child's 

interests, hobbies etc. 

• In the second half of the summer term, the Year 1 teacher begins to introduce 'Mrs 

Hunjan's Homework.' This is either in the form of handwriting practice, or elementary 

comprehension once a week. 
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Involving Parents 
 

      Parents/carers are the child’s first and most enduring educators. When Parents/carers and       

practitioners work together in early years settings, the results have a positive impact on the 

child’s development. A successful partnership needs to be a two-way flow of information, 

knowledge and expertise. We aim to develop this by: 

• Outlining how the EYFS is being delivered to Parents/carers during the new parents 

meeting in July, to enable them to understand the value of supporting their child’s 

learning at home and how they can access more information. 

• Curriculum letters are sent home periodically to keep parents informed of their child’s 

current curriculum and learning needs, with an outline of activities which could be 

undertaken at home to support this. 

• Operating an “open door” policy, whereby parents/carers can come and discuss concerns 

and developments in an informal manner, and also to view children’s work. 

• Sharing progress at school through annotated photographs and observations in ‘Learning 

Journeys’ which completed home termly, and to use home observations to record any 

special moments or achievements at home. 

• Inviting parents/carers to share stories or celebrate any cultural events or festivals  

• In the Autumn term, there will be an evening meeting for parents to further explain the 

curriculum, with a particular focus on phonics and reading, and to share ideas on how 

parents can be involved. 

• Discussing individual next steps and progress with parents/carers at parents’ evening in 

Autumn and Spring terms. 

• Providing an end of year report in July summarizing the child’s progress against the 

early learning goals. 

• All parents are invited to come for “Coffee Mornings” to facilitate social occasions 

making them feel welcome and feel as part of the school.  

• Any concerns over special needs will be discussed with parents and the Special Needs 

Co-ordinator (Mrs Susan Atwal-SENCO) for the school. 

 

Language and Literacy Support 

• Early in the first half term at school, parents are invited for phonics sessions so that 

parents/carers can support their child with the sounds he/she has learnt at school. This 

will be explained in detail at the Autumn meeting for parents. 

• The first books that children bring home to share with parents/carers will be picture 

books and then books with simple repetitive text and rhymes. 

• During the year, each child will take home independent reading books that have been 

shared at school. 

• Each child may also take home a range of reading games or activities that involve 

matching sounds and pictures; making, reading and writing simple words that can be 

practiced at home. 
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Monitoring and Evaluation 

This is in line with the school self-evaluation policy and associated documents. And it is 

monitored by the Primary head Ms Indie 

Roles and Responsibilities beyond the Class Teacher  

Teaching Assistant 

A TA is assigned to work with the Nursery and Reception class for morning and afternoon 

sessions each day. It is the TA’s role to assist and support the Early Years teacher as fully as 

possible. The TA will work with individuals and groups of children under the direction of the 

Early Years teacher. The TA will be proactive in encouraging development in all areas of 

learning as well as aiding assessment, administration and enhancing the work space. Input and 

feedback to the Early Years teacher is seen as a vital element in the education of the children. 

Head Teacher 

The Head teacher supports and challenges the class teachers in order to secure the highest 

quality education to the children.



 

 

 


