
Primary Maths Policy 

Mathematics is important in everyday life. It is integral to all aspects of life and with this in mind we 

endeavour to ensure that children develop a positive and enthusiastic attitude towards mathematics 

that we hope will stay with them. 

Mathematics equips pupils with the uniquely powerful set of tools to understand and change the 

world. These tools include logical reasoning, problem solving skills and the ability to think in abstract 

ways. 

 
It is vital that a positive attitude towards mathematics is encouraged amongst all our pupils in order to 

foster confidence and achievement in a skill that is essential in our society. At GGSK, through Busy 

Ants, we use the National Curriculum for Mathematics 2014 as the basis of our mathematics 

programme. We are committed to ensuring that all pupils achieve mastery in the key concepts of 

mathematics, appropriate for their age group, in order that they make genuine progress and avoid gaps 

in their understanding that provide barriers to learning as they move through education. An emphasis 

on investigation, problem solving and the development of mathematical thinking and a rigorous 

approach to the development of teacher subject knowledge are therefore essential components of the 

GGSK approach to this subject. 

Aims 

We aim to provide pupils with the National Curriculum for Mathematics 2014 and high-quality 

teaching to produce individuals who are numerate, creative, independent, inquisitive, enquiring and 

confident. We also aim to provide a stimulating environment and adequate resources so that pupils 

can develop their mathematical skills to the full. 

We seek to teach Maths in a way that: 

 delivers Maths in line with new National Curriculum guidelines 

 ensures the delivery of Maths is filled with cross curricular opportunities 

 creates a lively, exciting and stimulating environment in which children can learn Maths 

 promotes the concept that acquiring Maths knowledge and skills provides the foundation for 

understanding the world around the children 

 develops mental strategies 

 encourages children to use mathematical vocabulary to reason and explain 

 allows time for partner talk in order to stimulate and develop a curiosity for Maths 

 challenges children to stretch themselves and take risks in their learning 

 creates a sense of awe and wonder surrounding Maths 

 ensures children in are secure in their understanding of number  

and number relationships 

 
We aspire to set work that is challenging and encourages pupils to think about how they learn and to 

talk about what they have been learning. Additional enrichment opportunities are provided for pupils 

to further develop mathematical thinking e.g. through mastery level tasks, using Busy Ants Problem 

Solving & Reasoning books or maths games. 

Provision 

Pupils are provided with a variety of opportunities to develop and extend their Mathematical skills, 

including: 

• Group work 

• Paired work 

• Whole class teaching 

• Individual work including 1:1 tuition and intervention when required 



Pupils engage in: 

• the development of mental strategies 

• written methods 

• practical work 

• investigational work 

• problem solving 

• mathematical discussion 

• consolidation of basic skills and number facts 

• maths games 

Teachers plan learning that is differentiated to meet the needs of all pupils, whether children have a 

specific learning difficulty in maths or if they are particularly able. 

Teachers endeavour to differentiate learning appropriately for high attaining, middle attaining and low 

attaining pupils – possibly with individual work for a SEN pupil at one end of the achievement 

spectrum, to individual work for a gifted pupil at the other. 

Children will be provided with feedback both verbally and through written marking.  

KS1- Acknowledgement of the Learning Objective being successfully understood should be clearly 

stated. Next step marking should be used twice weekly in the form of challenge questions. 

KS2- Two stars and a next step challenge should be used once a week in class exercise books. Next 

step marking should be used an additional two times per week. This marking approach will provide 

children with the opportunity to complete a challenge question/s. 

Calculation approach 

The Busy Ants calculation policy has been written to provide schools with an understanding of when 

and how the four operations – addition, subtraction, multiplication and division, are taught. It has been 

designed to ensure consistency throughout the school and to make teachers aware of the continuity 

and progression in skill development across the year groups. It aims to enable teachers to see how the 

concepts, facts and calculation strategies and methods used in any particular year are taught, and how 

these build on previous learning and contribute to future learning. 

The calculation policies for each year group can be found online using Collins Connect or behind 

pupil books. All curriculum calculation strategies are included. 

Resources and Displays 

 
Each classroom will be resourced with materials to support the delivery of Maths; such items might 

include number lines, multiplication tables, 100 squares, 2D and 3D shapes, multilink cubes, dice and 

other smaller items. Larger materials will be held centrally in the store cupboard in the Resources 

Room. Children should be encouraged to use whatever resources are available to them in the 

classroom and which they feel would be beneficial to help them when completing Maths work.  

 

Each classroom should have a display dedicated to Maths; this could be in the form of a working wall 

which should be updated weekly, strategy board or problem-solving area. 

Weekly testing- Friday 



Collins EOU- in KS1 and KS2, children should be taught 4 maths lessons per week using Busy Ants. 

Collins end of unit tests should be undertaken on Friday. All results should be kept on the assessment 

file on the shared drive. 

Mental Maths- Rising Stars mental maths tests should be conducted weekly and results should be 

recorded on the assessment file on the shared drive. 

Arithmetic- Arithmetic tests should be completed each fortnight and results should be recorded on the 

assessment file on the shared drive. 

Timetable Grids- Grids can be found on the shared drive and should be completed weekly (KS2). 

Twelve grids are available and should be re-used each term.  

Assessment- half termly 

Using half termly tests, pupils are assessed against National Curriculum levels every half term. The 

school’s progress tracking system is updated termly using Rising Stars which is readily available to 

view on the shared drive. 

All pupils not achieving a score of 50% or more in their half termly tests will be required to undertake 

weekly intervention lessons over a five-week period before they will be retested on the same paper. 

Results should be updated on the intervention folder found on the shared drive. 

Target Setting 

Teachers are required to set termly individualised targets for each child which allow children to focus 

on a key concept identified as posing a problem to the individual. 

Homework 

Daily homework should be set using the following resources 

- Collins homework activities (as and when the opportunity arises) 

- CGP Mental Maths 

- CGP Workout 

- Daily times tables practice book 

- Times Tables Rock Stars 

- Mathletics 

- Maths on Target (set on Friday) 

Online homework should be set a minimum of once a week. Maths on Target should only be given as 

homework on Friday. 

EYFS 

Maths is one of the four specific areas within the Early Years Foundation Stage. Each specific area is 

divided into Early Learning Goals, for maths these are: 

 Numbers - children learn to count and the value of numbers, higher and lower. These skills support 

them to solve problems, use money and calculate more or less. 

 Shape, Space and Measure - these skills support children to understand size, weight, capacity, 

position, distance, time and money and compare quantities, objects and solve problems. 

In Nursery, children are given structured maths lessons twice a week. Children learn about maths 

through play and their daily experiences. This helps to assess children against the 30-50 months 

statements.  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/early-years-foundation-stage-framework--2


In Reception, Maths lessons may vary in length slightly but will usually last for 45 minutes. The Busy 

Ants programme is followed. It offers a suggested scope and sequence through the mathematics 40 – 

60+ months Early years outcomes and the Early learning goals. 

Role of Numeracy Coordinator 

- Ensures teachers understand the requirements of the National Curriculum and helps them to 

plan lessons. 

- Leads by example by setting high standards in their own teaching. 

- Develop and implement school evaluation procedures to monitor and evaluate the quality of 

planning, teaching and learning and assessment. 

- Provide overall direction for student learning, ensuring that provision is made for students of 

all abilities. 

- Ensure that all data is entered onto Rising Stars correctly and on time after each test period. 

- Use data to establish numeracy levels of all new pupils and regularly monitor, evaluate and 

plan effective intervention for all pupils below expected levels. 

- Through innovative approaches to numeracy development, inspire children to have a love of 

mathematics. 


